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SRESISES T is excellently ſaid by that Roman, and: 
IE famous Hiſtorian, Temporibus, (quibus Tacirug 
i gn /iniftre ergo eminentes interpretatio) nee 
SE PRI ines periculum ex magna fams, quam 
OSS » mall, Tobcthought rich,was Ih 
my greateſt Crime, and now:to 
thought poore, is my greateſt Labour. 
Hiſtory is Memoria preteritorum, conjeitura futurorum, 
I could tel! you a long ſtory, but this will be ſhort, 
though fad 3 here will be no admiration of our change, 
there is nothing new under the Sun : yet take all cir- 
cumſtances, I beleeve Time will be filenced ro paralel! 
ſuch novelties fince the Sun ſhined, Our ſinnes certainly 
were beyond all Nations, and fo our puniſhments, be- 
cauſe we were more indebted to God then all Nations : 
Peccati weecht, penitenza nuova ; and nimia [alicitas,canſs 
calamitatis, I confeſle, I looked fora ftorme,lI ſaw the 
clouds gather with ſome ill progaoſticks, but I little 
( dreamt cf 2 deluge, judging like a man, agd too much 
| truſting to my owne imaginations. For which,withg] 
to God, F muſt ſay, that his wayes are\like a Ship inthe 
Ocean, and mine full of vanity, and vexation of ſpirit, 
| A 2 having 
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having been in the midſt of theſe waves theferhirteen 
yeares,attending all powers, faQions,and alterations, and 
am yow caff aſhore upon a planck, with a wife, and nine 
children, to fee our Lands,and Eſtates, torne and fold, 
and our zepuration loſt, and viliied; for which I'will ſay 
Lg Ivf, Grd giveth, and God taker b, Sieſſed be the Nawie of 
the Lord, ' . 

Togive you the relation of our Farmes, the ſeverall 
Grants,withthe legalities of partof them; the illegalities 
ofother part,the great Loanes,and advancerments of mo- 
ney, the vaſinefle of, our Credirs ; que vel mominiſſe, 
wocehjt, it would make the porch bigger then the houſe, 
and ſoinjure your expeRation, 

The fatal! Parliament called in Nowember x 640, fal- 
ling into unhappy diftempers, and wanting money for 
the worke they had cut out 3 after they bad fate a few 
monet hs, queſtioned the Farmers for intermedling, far- 
ming, and receiving the Cuſtoms,and Impoſts,contrary 
(2s | on faid)to Law,contrary to a Declaration, & Vote, 
1er1is Caroli,and contrary tothe Liberty of the Subje& ; 

They,being threatned,and timorous,fell preſently under 
the teſt,durſt not grapple,the Waves beating high,ther. 
fore they thought it ſafeſt to make a Port, and toagree 
betimes with an angry State ; and finding i folly to diſ- 
retheir aſſertions, though there was no Law to pro- 
tbit the Receipt,or Farming of the Cuſtomes, nor any 
Vote paſled tertio Caroli againſt it, yet they confeſſed 
themſelves guilty, and haſtened by ſome pretended 
friends in the Houſe, they ſuddenly ſubmitted to a com- 
poſition of one hundred ſixty five thouſand pounds, be- 
fides ſome other ſummes challenged before tertis Carell, 
vwpon the guilt of the ſame crime, One hundred and fifty 


thou- 


thouſand pounds of this was charged *among thoſe 
that-were called che old Farmers; 01s. Sir Paul Pix- 
du, Sir lohn Wolſtenbolme dead, Sir Abrabam Dawes 
de:d alſo, and Sir lbs Iacob, and their Partners. 
The other fiftcen thouſand pounds was charged upon 
the then Farmers, vis, Sir 10h» Taceh, Sir Themas 
Dawes( who ſucceeded his Father): Sir ob Harvey, 
' Sir Nicholas Criſp,and Sir lvbu Nals, and their Part- 
ners ; unto whom, by new propoſitions for the 
ContraQ, newly made for foure yeares of the ſaid 
Cuftomes, from Chriffmas 1640, and the Lady day 
1641, were to be joyned Sir Pas Pindar,and Sir ob 
Hatriſon, and the Lord Goring, would alſo be one, 
hangs Itle to rheir advantage. 

hiles thefe things were agitated, the Farmerg 
continved their {aid new ContraR,paid,and received 
divers ſummes of money, and that by Licence, and 
Order of Parliament, little dreaming, that, being ſo 
highly toexpiate their crime, and that'for fuch ſer- 
vice as the payment of two Armies, they ſhould ſo 
ſaddenly be removed from that hold, which was the 
Anchor of their fafety in ſo great a ſtorme., 

But the nexr day, that the Compoſition was re- 
ported, the ſajd Contra was voted void, all Aﬀign- 
ments upon the Rents were made null, and the Cq- 
ſtoms diverted to ſuch uſes,as the Parliament ſhould 
appoint; and becaufe there then appeared none more 
able ta ſerve them, in this deſigne 3 in ſtead of Far- 
mers moſt of them were made Commiffioners, and 
ſo continued during the ſeven As of Tonnage ard 
Poundage, paſted inthe compaſſe of thirteen months, 
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"Then the lace 'King unb 
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ily deſerted his-Parlia+ 
of alterations, but 


menat,whi many 
the Parliament, reſolving not to ſpare this Revenue, 
commanded till the ſame Farmers to continue their 
indemaitics for them, agajaſt the Law lately paſſed 
by themſclyes, whereim © pray WaS4 Pr emunire 
at the leaſt, for receiving the Cuſtomes witbour x 


Law ; ſo were they commanded to fall intoche ſame 


error,for which they were by the ſame men fo ſevere- 
ly puniſhed: So.crimes even havetheir times, Soſeq- 
ons. But they. knew no fenco againſithat Command, 
beſides they were ambitious of their favour, .who at 
firſt ſet ſodeepa marke of. hatred, fer then. a Cuſio- 
mer was worſe then a Publican, nay, 1angaems ſades 
peccatores omnine vilifies, thongh [ could have told 
them that among the Romans,they kad a better repa- 
ration, My Author cals them, Equitum primores, 
Civit& ic ornementum, Reipublica firmamentum gui Pub- 
licqwor wmor dine comtinentar:But obedicnce was better 
then ſacrifice, yer we ſacrificed for our obedience, and 
Paid the ſaid Compoſition in the ſpace of two 
moneths for the payment of the Armies aforeſaid, 
During theſe payments wewere not only imploy- 
ed, but were alſo much encouraged, and c by 
many of the Parliament, with affurances of all juſt 
favours,in any thing that might concerne usz and of 
this we began to ſtand in need, for the blow ſiruck fo 


deep into our Eſtates, and Credits, that we began to - 


ſioke before we were halfe way over, and that becauſe 


' Con- 


publick notice was taken, that our Grants of the 
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far the Kings debts, that were contratedthereupon : 
This begat preſently a Petition tothe Houſe in 1vve 
1641, wherein we ſhewed; how onr Credit was bla- 
ſted, withour/ſome ſadden influence of their favour, 
and rhat without ſome preſent cate of the ſatisfaQi- 
on of the ſaid Debts, our burden was beyond our 
cal, ſo farre, that we were'not able to performe 
the Compoſition agreed on, to which the Houſe im- 
mediately anſwered, That they would take intocon- 
ſideration the faid Debts in due time 3 This had that 
ſpirit io the multitude, rhat like hot water, it gave 
lifeto our credit, and ſo we compaſled the payment 
of the ſaid Compoſition inthe time aforeſaid, 

This was paid among us,partly in money brought 
in,and partly by credit, and becauſe I am not ts end 

is HiRory withont the 'ballance of my owne Ac- 
compt;[ will here declare my _ roamonnt unto 
| . $, d. 
— —_—— ———— ———005$4— I0-—.-10 
Ot-this'I diſcharged in money and Bonds 15680 li, 
the reſt was then 1n Sir Paul Prader's hands, we all in- 
tending to finiſh -the Accompt with all poſſible 
ſpeed. | 1 | 

Bye the diſtempers continuing in feverall fits of 
good, and bad dayes, ' It, atlaſt brake our into ſuch a 
Feaver,-that'FaRions, andambitions began to bpyle 
ic-moſt mens'veines,2nd eveh among our ſelves 5 Sir 
lotus WWol ftowhoime icads to theRoyall party, Sir N7- 
cholas'Crify followes; ind Sit 1obn Hoarriſes ftayes lit- 
tleafter, naydivers of Our Creditors keft their Deb- 
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tors,and went alſo the ſame wzy}; Sir Foul Pindar,dhd 
my ſelfe, with fomeorhers of us, ſtaid here, in obedi- 
ence tothe Parliament, where for the ſpace of divets 
yeares the Debts were not ſo much as demanded;nor 
intereſt asked, nay they that have ſince been violent, 
if not ingratefull proſecutors, durſt not.ſo much as 
owne their Debts, much leſſe demand their ſatisfa- 


 Rion,being in danger tobe loſt for their Delinquen- 


, had not the fidelity of the Farmers preſerved 
them, for which they are not well rewarded, I have 
been the more particular in this digreffion, becauſe it 
was a conſequence of the firſt, & is yet like a feſter'd 
wound, not cured, but rather by the accidents of 
times, negle&s of opportunities, and too enuch truſt 
in men living, and dead, likely to turne into a dange- 
rous gangrene, tothe rnine of us that ſurvive to an- 
ſwer the Law, when we can have none from thoſe 
that are dead : Conſiderations little thought of by 
men in our times, who take hold of the ſammens la 
of our Law,but little thinke of that ſawmens Bovew 
of Chriſtian pitty, and charity, due to Brethren thar 
fall in a common calamity. But now I crave leave to 
proceed to that part of the Kings Debts, the greateſt 
occaſion of your preſent trouble. 

Theſe Debts contracted upon the Farmes afore- 
fid, nulled by the Parliament, might then amount 
unto 200080 F,whereot in mone t 113000 > 
and by one Aſſignment tothe Eaſt India Company, 
for Pepper, about 62000 ®, and about 20060 ® to 
Sir Devid Conningbam, and Maſter Smitbsby,inſatis- 
faRion of ſome old, and new Debts, oſenqrths | 

? re 


ſeoreof Ki FTawes, anc the Late King, and fo 


' Sir /4bn Wolfenholme ſenior and Sir Abraham Dawes, 
B 


in by the advantage of neceffity, which ſcidome 
makes good bargaines : Theſe ' Afﬀfignments made 
upon the Rents to come, it was eafie to move the 
rs tos require the Fitmers to give their Bonds, 
and being indifferent to them, to whom they paid 
their Rent, it was ascafie with them to grant it. 
Why tFoſe men that made their owne bargaines 


| ſhould fo far forget the Brocage of their own advan- 


rages, as now to fall with all violencesof the Law, 
upoenthe Farmers, even to Statutes of Bankrupt, in- 
tended for Rogues, and cheaters, and which in this 
caſe, in all Nations but this, would admir of equity, 
and pitry, I cannot but wonder, certainly they may 
ſaſpe& a ſcrutiny to be dangerous, and therefore 
preſſe vio'ently for their ſatis/aQion, left a Delin- 

, which is more due tothem then ta the Fxr- 


mers, might hazard their debt, 


OLj But I bave heard one ſay; What if theſe Debts 
berwo hundred thonfand pounds, ſhall ſuch a ſumme 
ſinke Gentlemen of ſuch valve, and credit ? it bath 
been credibly reported,that they have got double the 
ſumme by the Farmes aforeſaid. 

Anſ. This will ſoone be anſwered, whea you ob- 
ſervethe ſeriesof this ſtory : What was gotten by 
the Farmes, was gotten in times of vaſt plenty,and 
conſumption, when our Ships were the Forrs of Sea, 
and Land,and our Ports the Magazites of Trade, and 
this was the firſt ſeventeen yeares of the lare King, 
and thoſe gaines were ſhared into great parcels by 


both 
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dead before tha Pacliaments- and;the; Fx, no 
jp Bs 2, and the lai of na ple! {or 
Sir Themas Dames P the Execuorsy pleagwill re- 
ceive,not Pay. Apd Sir Pani Pixdar, and Sir-lobn 16- 
cob, you, may guelle, could not come off far leſle then 
threeſcore thouſand pounds, for. their parts. of the 
Compoſition afgreſaid, and ip leventgen yeares 252 
man gets, bc loſeth,, and ſpendeth by increaſe of Fa- 
mily,eſpecially in yeares of big proſperity; So that 
Sir Pawl Pindar,and Sir lohan Jacob cannot be thought 
ſo ſtrong as to. beare babfe ſuch 2 burthen, and for 
other helps which may be in Sir 706 Herby,Sir Nichs- 
las Crifh, and alſo Sir Iobn Nalls, the world knowes 
their loſſes, and [ know they are undone for two years 
ſervice, in which they have yer loſt (beſides theſe 
Debgs)above tea, thouſand pound a man, and are now 
alſo to.joyne in the Compoſition of fix ſhillings 

cizht pence offered tothe Creditors, 
0bj, Then I heard another ſay, that fix ſhillings 
eight pence inthe pound,now offctyd for the Compo- 
fition,was no way worthy of ſuch men ; _ It is ſyuppo- 
ſedthat Sir Paul Pindar dyed worth at leaſt one bun- 
dred and fifty thouſand pounds good Eſtate, which 
ſhould contribute to thoſe Debts 3 that Sir lob#.7acob 
hath two thouſand pound a yeare Land, & hath recei- 
vcd his Rents all this while, without apparent lofles. 
Anſ. Firſt give me leaveto tell him, that this is 
not offered as a Compoſition of the whole Debt, the 
remainder is transferred, both principal, and inte- 
reſt, upon rhe expeRarion of a future ſatisfaRion 
from, the State, wherein the Farmers baye as great 


ſharcs, 


o 
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ſhares, and ſtocks 2 Creditors, and- neither 
the qne, nor the. other had been now in hazard, had 
the Creditors ſtood. to the Farmers, according ro 
thei r ſubſcriptions, and promiſes in the late oppor- 
tunity they had, both to ſerve the State, and ſave 
themſelves. And for the value of dead mens Eſtates, 
I 2m no Conjurer,but I find Maſter Toowes, Sir Pauls 
Executor, a Spirit that is not eafily laid, nor ruled, 

and keeps to his old Plea, receive, but pay nothing. 

For what concernes my ſelfe, they wckon withour 

booke, that ballance other mens Eſtates, therefore 

you ſhall give me leave to doe it my felfe, wherein 1 
will confeſts above your knowledge, with that inte- 

grity as becotnes the honour,and honeſty of him that 

1s as a dying man, in his Eſtate, and Fortune, and 

ought nor to diſſemble with God, who can puniſh in 

another world, where the only bope remaines of his 

felicity. 

I muſt confefle then, that at the beginning of that 
Parliament, I had by deſcent, and acquiſirion at the 
leaſt three thouſand ponnd per anvuw,goad Rents,curt 
of which foure hundred pound ptr annum was ſet out 
for my Mothers JoinQure, who yet lives,and enjoyes 


it. 

I had in Olfices inthe Cuſtome-houke, being Cu- 
ſtomer of Londen(the only legall,and ancient Office) 
and as ColleRor of the Pretermitted Cuſtomes, and 
of the Impoſt of Tobacco, all for two lives, and 
worth at the leaſteigbt hundred pounds per annems, | 
__ Lhad,and yet have in the ſtocke of the Farmes— 
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I had in Sir P«s/ Plndarrhands,on the accompr of the 
Farmes — oo 
1 had die to me vpon the Accompt of the Preter- 
mitred Cnſtomes, taken away by Parliamenr, the 


renth of dagnſft iq ——— 7500 t 
I bad in good Debts, Plate, and Jewels, to the value 
Of —————— ——-20000 
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This ſeemes a faire foundation, had not the Deluge 
ſhaken'the Frame of the whole World ; But you 
ſhall ſee, how Riches have wings. | 

The firſt breach upon me, was, when the flouds 
went higheſt, rhe Compoſition to the Parliament, 
which ſwept away for my part—z0064—10-—18 
Of rhis, as I ſaid before, | paid in money, and by dif- 
charge of ſome Bonds-— 15000 
The reſt was in Sir Paul Pindars hands, to cleare the 
ſaid Compoſfition,bur is now diſputed by Mr Temes, 
upon pretence of Tallyes, and other Accomprs ſince 
fallen into difference between him,and me:but oughe 
juſtly to goe in part of the Compoſirion afore, and 
1s therefore ſocharged 30064—10—10 

The next is a Fine, invented for dead mens faults, 
of dangerous confequence,yet it being found that wy 
Father was a Partner in the Farmes from prime ro 
tertis Caroli,l was forcedto pay to an balfoenny —— 
1 OHAY-Y PIE ama ee 4-915 Ma BY 7, 
Then for my compoſition in the two years Farmes— 
— ———] 0-0 
Then my Stocke- in the Farme yet loſt —— 
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Since which, I have paid as part of the late Ki 
Debrs, tq ſeveral perſons, toavoidclamour, and Ig. 
danger of impriſonment,: and totake off ſome Ex- Accomp. 
tents upon. my Lands,as per Accompr,.at the leaſt — 
— ——— 1400 tk 
I have loft ready money lent tomy Lord Goring, 
whoſe Eſtate is ſince melted by the heate of theſe 
f LIM CSmmrmnnne — — ——5500# 
Then began the- praRtice of Haberdaſhers Hall, 
where I was ſet at 2000 & for 5® and 20% Part, but 
alledging that I was worth nothing, by reaſon of the 
ſaid Kings Dzbts 3 The committee asked me, whi- | 
ther I made the King a Bankrupt,and whether | valu- 
cd the Publick Faith at nothing ?lI replyed,as befitted 
that place,an1 as a favour, I was reduced to 1500 
which I aid —————— 1500 # 
Then the Parliament baving intercepted a Letter | 
from Mris Seqwey at Oxford, then written to Sir Pas/ 
P:wdar for the intereſt of 5000 #® in our bands, ſhe | 
was the next morning made a Delinquent, and the 
Farmers reſiding here were ſummoned to pay this 
5000 ® tothe Houſe, and we demanding the Bond, 
they replyed, That an. Ordinance of. Parliament 
ſhould ſecure ns againſt her Bond ; We diſputed. it 
awhile with all civility to rhem, but they making 
many threats upon us, and ſequeſtring our Eſtates, 
we at, laſt ſubmirred to pay our parts, which they 
computing,divided into ſeven ſhares,l condiſcended 
to pay mine,upon which the Sequeſtrations were ta- 
ken off, and h now (ſhe being come todemand 
hee money) find I was not bound, yet it coſt me— 
— — 


he 
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Abont this time (having a houſe in the City)E paig 
the fiſty Subfidſes—— 300—Q—0— 

hen for the Scots bufines I paid—200—0—0— 
Next for Iveland=——————— 0-0 
The debr on the Prerermitted Cuftomes was loſt ih 
1641 
Then in 1648, my Offices (as aforeſaid)which were 
under the Great Sealc of England, for two tives, for 
which I would not have taken——6000 # 
Then in good Debts due from feverall perſons, 
whoſe Eſtares are made uncapable by Parliament 
and thoſe nnhappy accidents, I have loſt, as [ will 
make it appear (beſides what is above charged)at rhe 
leafſt————————1000 P 
ty nc nerds wes eng wk nem CO I PSI, 
All which you wil find to be 8883 2— 18-—-0—- oþ 
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Here I reckon no Farmes, norany Debt due rher- 
uponzexcept my Stocke,ahd money paid to the Cre- 
ditors (which yet is loſt) though I could tell you of 
above 50000 ® due from the late King amongſt us 
for defalcarions, and other demands 5 neither doe [ 
charge here any quarterings, Taxes, or other publick 
payments, which I will make appeare doe amount 
unto 6000 ®, neither is here any'cſtimate of an 
_ expeRant of the Fartnes, as the Contra for 

e yeares, the Sugat Fatie for fixreen yeates, all 
which wouldmuch inflatnethe reckoning; but bein 
contingencies are tot valued, now tell me, what is Sir 
toln Tacoh worth > SAL 24 Y 
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But I exe one fay, that though theſe loffes are in- 
deed greatyyet Sir 7obn Lacok bath\kept his'Lands,and 
the profits thereof all this while. 

L ſhall ingennouſly confeſſe, that with much adoe, 
I have kept ſome, but thoſe extended,and incumbred 
for- many of the ſaid Debts, the Creditors whereof 
findiag a reall Eſtate, have perpxtually put-me tothe 
ate poſture, though with great charge,and vex- 
ation : But I muſt alſo declare, that fincethe begin- 
niog of thae- Parliament, . 1 have fold at the leaft 
1400 # per annwn, for the ſypply of many occurring 
occaſions, and to keep my hberty as long as I could. 
And have yet left about 1600 per annum, whereof my 
living Motber hath 400 ® per awmamſoreſts 1200 i 

fer annum, whereof about 600 per avawm is ferled 
long ſince for the payment of ſeverall/ particular 
Dees, being yet due by the misfortune of theſe 
times to many: of my friends, and kindred , many 
Widdowes, and Orphans, who then thoughe their 
Eſtates ſafe, and happy in my hands, and whom: in 
honour,and honeſty L ought-tq provide for :. then re- 
maines but 60 ® per aynuw more, which myſt now 
g& ro ſecure, and pay this Compoſition with the 
Creditors, which may amount unto. for my part 
about 10 or 110608 ®, Now tell me (Gentlemen) 
what is Sir 104m [«cob worth ? 

Perhaps ſome will ay,he (ball have 400 ® per ane 
zum aſter bis Motbers deceaſe : Truly it is not halfe 
ſo much as his Father leſt him, nor leſſe then his left 
him in Cambridge (hire, where 1 drew my firſtbreathz gains 
and Mter'thinty five-yeares ation vpon the ſage of' 

1 this 


this world, ineminent imployments, and credit, to 
have ſuch a receſſau ad wap mp ; dare ſermo ; but 
I wiſh you could ell, how he, his wife,and nine chil- 
dren growne in this his waſting, (hall live in the in- 
terim. Charitas laudatur, at alg et. 

Doe you not ſce how I am undone? what oppreſſi- 
ons have overwhelmed me, and my Eſtate ? what in- 
juſtices occaſioned by the diſtemper of the times ? 
will notthat doe ? Then conſider; you ſce no deceits, 
no fallacies,no frauds,no building, no buying,no tra- 
ding,nodrabbing,ne dicing withyourmonies;you (ce 
_ wn pr gon of their overs Yom ich _ 

ave paid you, taken away b er; bargaines nul- 
led; an af wn Poole Faith frufitate z you 
ſee theturnes of State 3 Government alter'd, Kings, 
and Kingdomes arraigned, condemned, and executed 5 
you ſee in fine,wondertull judgments,wonderfull ſuc- 
ceſſes, wonderfull alterations : and what you may yet 
ſee, God knowes. Will not this doe ? then conſider, 
Hodie mibhi, cras tibi, 
This I have ſent you, to let you ſee the jnjury of 
Opinion, and co convert ingenuous minds, and per- 
_ tooperate upon the unbiaſſed conſcience of ho- 
neſt men. And here I thought to haveended 3 but I 
heard that one lately ſaid in company (ſpeaking of 
the fad condition of my ſelfe,and Partners)that there 
was little pitty dne to thoſe that lent the late King 
money to keepoff Parliaments, and fo in effeA,were 
the Authors of theſe late Wars : Truly that Gentle- 
. Man might obſerve, that the King had five Parlia- 
ments itt ſeventeen yeares ; That he loſk my" 
| want 
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wanted the opportunity pl his owne happineſle : 
And I will as truly tell him, that in all his Raigne, 
upon any Accompt made up by the Auditors, which 
are yet Records, there was never above forty thou- 
ſand pounds due above the Rent, and many times 
lefle, which was a {mall ſumme to ſtocke a Warre ; 
It is alſo as true 1n 1638, there were generall loanes 
from all Officers, and relations to the King, and the 
Farmers renewing their Grants with additionall 
Partners, there was an advance made of ſome con- 
fiderable fume ; And in e»»o 1640, theſe Debrs 
were contracted, by which it afterwards appeared, 
the King had made ſome proviſions of Warre, 
which the Parliament recovered, and made great uſe 
of ; but to ſay the Farmers had any Perſonall De- 
ſignes, were to make thern of the Councell of State, 
which is no lefle then to make ns all fo, that now pay 
Taxes : Beſides, if the Farmers credit had been fo 
prodigions, it might have prevented the Ship- 
money, and many other Projects, which, if the par- 
ties bad not had better lucke, might have proved 
more criminall, then the poore Farmers. But ſome 
may better ſteale, theriothers look on, 

But another, he cryes, it is no matter, They got 
great Eſtates by Farming of the Cuſtomes, not Fas 
by Law, and therefore were'juſt'y p:niſhed. Truly, 
I will not enter into that queſtion, whether/dve by 
Right, Cuſtome, or Law, neither is it fit ro diſpute 
by what Law they are now due, they were ever recei- 
ved untill they were given by Law, they cannor be 
ſpared though there be no Law. - 

P ron C But 
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But becauſe Lam in, I mult4ntreatthe ihgenuons 
vulgar, to underſtand things by. their right names, 
and in their proper cermes,or elſe any man may eaſi- 
© ly receive, an unhappy charaQer. There is an allega- 
I:ty,both materiall,and formal,ſuch are the AQi 
and Contrats as are againſt the Law of God, a 
man: Theſecan never = a Law: There is an ille- 
gality materially ſo, which chough there be no ex- 
preſle caution by Statute to prohibiry, yetthoſe aQi- 
ons that fall = fa it, are either againſt ſome Mo- 
rall Law, and ſoevill, or ſuch as by our Law, cannoe 
be made Legall, or they are againſt the ſummeyor in- 
tentions of our Lawes, and ſqevill tothe Common- 
wealth, and ſo no Law ought to be made for theirto» 
lergtion. And then ſome ARions,and ContraQsare 
only formally illegall, as being prohibited by Sta- 
tute, or ſome rule of Law, though in its owne nature 
ſuch, as but for that Law were legal! : Now, I defire 
that Gentleman totell me whether the Farming, and 
receiving the ſaid Cuſtomes, were illegall materi- 
ally, then no Ordinance, or Law to be made to 
tollerate them, if formally, then ſhew me any Stay 
tute before ro prohibit them 3 then tell me how the 
Farmers were juſtly puniſhed, for no Law (I rhinke) 
can ſpeake uncill it be borne, neither ſhould juſtice 
looke back ro puniſh any aftion clder then the Law, 


which only makes it puniſhable, becauſe illegall, and 

tab rally becauſe the Law declares it ſuch 

and there is no Law, there is no tranſgrefſion : 

But this ſeemes awviadiciarom poſtulatio, out of date, 

volenti now fit injunia, , We ſubmittedthen, and -: 
| my 
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muſt yet, to be undone in a crowd, and to be 

to the oppreſſion of all cenſures, the violences of all 
Lawes, and the lofle of all Eſtates, Liberty, and te- 
putation,unleſſe God worke even miraculouſly v 

the multirude,intowhoſe hands he hath delivered 


or graciouſly vpon the ſpirit of his Hi ; 


into 
whoſe proteQton he hath caſt us, and in whom only 
under God, we have onr hope, in due time for ſome 
reparation, or reſtauration of our poore E 

when God (hall ſettle him in peace, and ſafety, for 
the honour , and preſperity of this Common- 
wealth. Et fic animum liber avi 


—Congregat quiſpiom, ſed neſcit quis recepturas, 


